




THE PLANET WRECKERS 

1 

shabby room in the formerly elegant hostelry mown 
A:tumpquah Palace, Jack Waverly pulled the 

weave sheet up about his ears and composed bim­
sleep. 

a voice whisper,ed. SOmewhere, ,boards" 
Wind muttered -around the loosely fitted window, , 
it in its frame. the pulled-down blind clapked 

In the room above, footsteps went three paces; 
thre~ paces; clank ... " . 

t~ fellow, Wav~rly thought. Why doesTtf he stop 
his chains and go to bed? He turned on hiS other 

the pillow of the consistency of bagged 
Beyond the . partition, someone was whistling a 

unmelodic tune. It was hot in the ,room. The sheet 
neck. Next door, voices muttered with a note of 

W'averly made out the \ words . r:nagma and San , 
fault. ' 

~IIOl!V. at ten minutes past midnight?" he inquired of 
wallpaper. Above, bedsprings sque~ed 

~at up, froWljling at the ceiling. ~I thought ' 
said, was putting me on the top floor," he said- . 

~JW~.y •• ' He reached \for the telephone on the bedside' 
A wavering dial' tone went on for five seconds, ,then 

with' a sharp click. ' 
Waverly said. "Hello?" 

receiver was dead against his ear. 
this. weren't the only hotel in town," Waverly mut-

climbed out of bed, went to the high window, raise4 -
shade, looked out on a view of a brick wall ten 
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feet away. F:rom ' the ' windoW next door, a .pattern of l ight 
,a'n4 shad~w gleamed {against the masOnry. "i 

':' .: Two silhoUettes 'olov~. One was tall, leap, 19D.g-a.r:n:fed, 
like a giant' bird ,with a crested head and curious wattles 
below a Stunted beak. The other resembled 'an inverted 

tWlyp,~ ,waving a ',dozen arms tipped with: 'multifingered 
, 'hands, several of whiSh clutched' smoking cigars~. '. 

"Trick of the light/' Waverly ~d fi~y. He c~osed his 
,eyes an~ shoqk hjs head to dispel ~e illusion. When he 

".l90~ed .ag~, th~ window w'a.s d~rk. , . I, ~'", ,I" 
:1, "There, you see?'~ He raised the sash ~nd thrust his 

" 'head out, Mooplight gleamed on a brick~ alley' far below. 
4' ~ A ~ted fife 'escape led upward tofiard the roof. I,.eaning 

far oUt, Waverly saW' the sill of the window above. I \'" 

, '''No.lights up there," he advised himself. "Hmmmm." 
,f~tly, . he, hear:d a dull rattle of metal, followec(by a 

l,ugq.brious 'groan. ' . ' 
1 "True it's' f none of vour business" .' he ¥ said: ' ''But ,tl ,' , • J' , ~ 1\ 

inasplUch as ,'you can't sleep anyway . ~ ,.", Waverly ,s~g 
"hjs legs over the sill onto the landing andstarted .up. ' 

• • ~ • /0, ,f ~~. . fit t( , J< {' I. "'ii' r 
!!'(_ ~,\ ~ If... ., '" I, " I '~r I ' \ t ~, ~~ I' 

. . As he reached the l;utding abOve, sometlling'whlte 'flut_ 
W: tered out} at him. 'Waverly shied, then saw thai it was a 

curtairi, billOwing .qut from an open window. ~brup,p,y, a 
, fe~ sO\>'eolln4ed from wi~. "~~ ,!,?If.edhis head up 
lfar enough t,O ~ ,~ver the WIndow sill mtE;) darkness. 
" "Is, ali, Sonl.ething the ma'tter?" he called softly. There 

• , rj,,1' .. 

. was'ja ~ong,moment Of silence. . . '. -.. ,~ 
t , A. ,,1 , j '~'Who's there?" a dUl.~t female VOice whispered. ' 0 

~. ~ ~" "Waverly, madam, JacK' Waverly. If I can 00' of, any 
,.L hI?" , , , 

f ep ," " ,I • ' - , 

, " ' . ,'. '.1. th ~o_,; ?'" '" ' ' 
o ?, {I, '> ,~'Areryou. "f1,..~ , e.'~L YLce, " ", ,~ 'I:' '~ 

" 0 , ,.,."I'k .:wIth' ISeC,'; WaVerly, said. ,He pronQUn~<;l" it' as a 
word "islick." '''That's International Sa--" " " ,.., . ,( 

"LiSten to. me, ,' Wivery," the voice was Urgent. 
"wfuJ.~vl'1' Jhe's' paYmg' you, I'll dQubl~ i~I ' And 'y'QwU"find 
the Service' not UIigrateful." , 

I "No paym~nt is. necessary for aid to' damsels in dis-­
tress" WaYer.lY' returhed. "Er' may I COrhe in?" .. 

, f" JI.~ , ... h. ' ' . 

"Of'~hursel 'Hprry up; before"one of those slimy Gimps 
I stepS ounor a stroll! up the wall and sees you!" I ' 
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climbed quickly in through the windOw. The 
b,e saw, was a mere garret, cramped under a low 

It appeared to COIitain no furniture other than a 
seen cot against one wah. A vague form moved a 

arm there. Waverly moved toward it. 
don't have a molecular disassociator with you?" 

neJl0<11otiS voice queried urgently.- "There's ,not much 

· .. no, I'm ,afraid not. 1--1 " 
mean to strap me to my own twifler, set the war- . 
at two and a half ' busters and aim me- toward 
". the feminine voice went on breathlessly. "Can 

Ull'.OUJL'" anything mote brutal?" 
groped forward. "Now, now, my dear. Don't 

he reached the cot, his hand fell on stout links 
around the foot rail. _ 

fumbled, I encountered the blocky shape of a hefty 

lord! I thought-that is, I didn't actually 
" 
right. Chained to the bed," there was a s~~t 

in the voice. -
I-DlllI--lDIlS is preposterous! It's 'criminal!" 

an indication of their desperation, Wiveryl They've 
so far now that nothing short of the most drastic 

can stop them!" . 
this is a matter for the authorities," Waverly 

"I'll 'put a ~ through immediately!" 
You can't get through!." 
right; I'd forgotten about the phone." l 

anyway-I am the,. authorities;" the soft voice 
a tone of utter discouragt;mlent. ~ 
? A mere slip of a girl?" Waverly's hand touched I 

cool, with the texture like nubbly nylon carpet-

three ,hundred and seventy pounds, Earth 
, , the voice _came back sharply. "And we 

'VU_!J~CH) happen to be a matriarchal society!" _ ) 
pale shape stirred,' rose up from the rumpled bedding. 
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A head the ~ -of a W8$htub smiled' 8: MOtwlde smile that 
was dlsooncertingly'>'locat,¢ above Fl pair of limpid broWrt 
eyes. A hand w~ch appeared to be equipped with at least 
nine fingers reached upAo pat a spongy mass of ~ange 
fibers matted across the top of the wide, face. Waverly 
broke his paralysis sufficiently to utter a sharp yelp. 

"Shhhl" the sweet voice issued from ·;:I. P9int high in the 
\> , - , 

.' ches~. "1' /!ppreciate 'yO'ur adpliration, l;>ut we don't want 
th' " " 'te t h I" ) ,4 " " ose mons rs 0 ., ear you >, >1~ " -, ,~ " 

, ~f , , /'i 
,. ,,].'1 ~~ .. 

2 

"Fool ' Berj, 'Detecti~e -Third Class, at yO'ur s~rVice," the 
creature soothed Waverly. "I'm not supposed to' reveal my 
identitY, but tplder the circumstances I think it's only ap. 
propriate. " . 

' ''D-delighted,'' Waverly chO'ked. "Pardon' my falling 
, down. It's jUst that I was a qifle startled at yO'ur, ah, unu-

sual appearance." I; , , • 

• ,J' l I! 'f~~~s ' ;l pert;e~y \un4er:s~dable, A , ~t".AisgtPse" don't 
::~ youthin1r:? 'I . m.adelitmy~lf:'.' ~ '~. '-, 'S' .. ;' ': /I ,n,.~ ,. 

~ ~~ "-t ' t ,t'!' ',' I • 

, Wa~e~ly gulpeci. '·'Disguise?'" ' ; ~, ' " ' e 

- ~'Of CoUl'S¢. YO'u don't think· this is my natural ''lobk, do 
I 1[' 1 yO'u?" , '. 

~ Waverly laughed ' shakily. "I must Copfess > that 'what 
". witJ;1all this ' creeping around in the dark, I was reaay to 
, leap to conclusiO'.ps." He peered at the masSive form, more 

clearly visible now that his eyes accomtlloqated to the dim 
,light. , "But what ru;e you disguisedas;- ii yO'U doh?t mind 
my asking?" _, :.. , 

({' , \~ n' "~7h.y, ~ , a .. native!, O'f ' COurs((. ' The s~e , as ' yf;nl' are, 
,j':I(/''1 silly. - '~ t: "),. , 'j , fl~ \ I.; ' ), ~, ' l I ';1 I ,'.' , ,j' 

I -r .. · r I- '.} , I 1.j J , \ 'J 

, , ', t,A~. 'J, ,al!l ' what?" II ,>' 'i'·'. ,v" i ' .) ' 
~~ l"'DlsgUised as' a native." % . , " '. I' 
I\~' - ,. • t (~ ,., ' 

, j ~Native ·O'f -where'l'" , I" " • 

" "Of this planet." . 
I'~ ,"Oh, 'O'f course." Waverly was backing toward the' 
.dow. "Of this planet. A native ... I take it' you're fro]1l 
'some Other planet?" , ' 

The dete¢ve:" laughed a :rippJing laugh. > "You have a 
joJIy, !i~~" O'f .h~or, Wivery. 'As jf, a Vorplischer ,were 

.' 'i " ,:is ,\ H '- -.:. ~ " J. 3<5 t f~' ' I ' I II .r 't 
'"4-' r ~"I ! \.." ... ' : ' , of 

.i1 " \~ • J I .~~" I j '1~:;1" J 
n r ,l.~ ) ;,'1~'~ . ~ .. ' .. l~-,"/~."J\ 

J'I;; .~\I {tfYl.r.t I. (! ..litr. ~ ~':f!1R t \'flo 



be absurd. They're a mixed bag' of Broogs, Lim­
Glimps and Pud, knows what-all." _Fom 

her manacles. "We'd better do something 
these chains in a 'hurry;" she added briskly. 
Waverly reachea the' window, an eerie, purplish J 

. up outside,accompanied by a , shrill wflIbling. 
'retreated hastily. '. , 

that's them arriving with my twifler now," Forn 
said t~nsely. "It's a branq-new model, equipped with 

in antiac &ear -and the new infinite-capacity par­
jngesters. You can imagine what that m'e,ans! My 

corpse will be three parsecs beyond Pluto before 
UAVl1~lV beep clears the first boost station." 

corpse? Pluto?" Waverly gobbled. l 

it sounds fantastic, but disposing of an agent of 
is a mere bagatelle to these operators, com-

wiill what they're planningl" \ , 
are they planning?", Waverly choked. I 

you know? ~ thought you were working for 

he, ah, doesn't tell us much .... " 
KDllllllln' . I don't know about that Izlik. Sometimes I 

just how deep a game he's playing. By the way, 
is he?" , 
was delayed bya heavy cloud cover over Y p­
Waverly improvised. "He'll be along I3.ter." His 

the room, sear<;:hing for an escape route. "You 
. h~ prompted in "an obscure instiJ;tct to :\ceep 

~ecti've ta1Jqng. 

making a Gaiacu1ar," Fom Berj.said solemnly. 
. . . Galacu1ar?" -

you see the extent of their madness. An open 
of Regulation 69723468b!" 
. was a sharp series of bumpuig sounds above. 
hurry with that molecular disassOciator," Forn 

said. ' 
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" , ' "~; "J, ~~. ",'t!';(1 t,M, , " 
, , • ! "R' ~ "I 'f " , 'Ir',' 

t~', r . :1. {.) , I,. I~l, t" \1 i I' 1"t/I ~ 1\ 

·~t'.s a~ G~~¥ari," W~yerlyi was~ cl<~sl' tO' th~:' door 
n~: ,He ~e as some1:ijipg made a , ~~~pr so~~ ~yond 

~~ it. /' .. ', .:..., ' .. ' l ',,' ,, ! ~,r1: ;,, 't1 ~1 < 

, "A 'multi-I> -thriller," FOOl -Berj l'was 'explaining .• lyou 
know, o~e of thoSe plane~ debacik- epic§.."J;. ,,' 
, "''What~sdrt,of debacle?;' WaveiIy recOiled at aJ SQun,d-as 
of heavY ,bieatliIDgl outside, the door. : \ ' "" , \'. " 

" "' "I!.", "FJ.~; ,quak€(S, ,WhOOIl&::-Y?U knpW k the .,srh . of 
, ''I', 'thih~ Audi~s 'l~ve 'them, in spite , oftheil" illega1itY~ J;he 

~, V,fust. ';sciiie'\ they're shooting tonight wi.g ' 00). a full-scale 
~\I "metebr stAke in a place ,called Montana." " ~ , ( 

'! " , '''You inean7-"a real meteor?" , "', ';. ' \ " 
1 ,.1\/" '''Of ' c6urSe. According to my' infon:nant, fuey've' ~ap­

~" pl~ onto' a CUbic mile or so of, nickel-iron thatwasiPru:ked 
,. ip. a-COnvenient <?rbit a few ~on miles o~t, and' nudged 
, it-:- in this' dp:~tion. ' I would have 's~p~d it the~e,. , of 
course, 1;>ut I blundered and they caught me," ,the detective 

, ~igheQ. , "~~, 'sh~Uld, make quite~ an effective splash w~en it 
' bitS.", ~I , .... , ."\ . • ~;,~" . 'If ;! ':' ~/J:1'! . 

, ir" ,~ ,1 '1 t. , ' r.., 'I " II 1 I U 1 , t, \ 

,; ,~;Th~'re'~:g~g ,~6, ' Wtreck ,an 'entire &tate jus.t: fpr ~-'-a 
! , l( '\ ' l' I)" 'W' I ' 1 ' tl 1: • .2 •. ;3 '} r I' f " 
s~a~, e" , aV'~r 'ii, Pll?~t:U. ,,' . ' I'w ',.', • 

, '11 , ~'I ,~ YOlf're ' not f,rupiliar ,~th $e' pala~ar Pf¥e:" ,To 
, t 'be;acCepted 'by.&s~ating ni~ti-D fans/"nqthing less 

~' ,- than a genuble, llisaster Will St;rve.'~ > " ,,',,' ',' " 't' 

" Up above pn' the ,roof, ~eavy feet clum~; something 
massive' b9niJl:-bumpe4. . ,: ~ . " ' 
, F~ Berj's'voice 'Was icy calm. "Now) WiyrdY: Jt's tn,le 
wel Vorp.1iscqers 'pride ourselves on, our cooIileSS m the 
face"ofperi.4 Qut WILL YOU ' GET~tHESE DAMNED 

, '~ ~~ Of'F~' B13F9RE:,tr'S TOO·'L6.TE!;" ',' 
i', ,,' ::Wave.rly) 'darted to \the window . . ~~Do~~t ,go aVf,~y,'~ ,. he 

, .' \ l~al1e4' OVer hi{ shoplder. "i'11 ;15e right ba~ld" - ,;. ,,~" 
J;J~II.!.,r.' "'4t:!(i~i~~" " ,." 4( " "1 · "I

j
\" i' f~" ~ 'i\' ,1/ ..(f~ ! .. (~ 

~, tI >f~" I " ', ~ p' I,l ...... " /' ~" <" ~t :took Wa.verly forty-five seconds: to deScend to his 
• r~:' sQatch up .I,his samply c~s,e, "h~tily , examine .~" his 

tongue in the mirror 'and retrace his s,teps to the atti,c. He 
~: thf! c~, ~ette,ed lnternatibnal Safe and px:.k ~or­

'poration~I ,took ?ut ~ tool shaped like ' arDipiature croeJ.let 
, hook, ' turned to the lock. < ,', ' .' 

1'~~ ,.' ' , ~ . " '," " , 
, , 'Htnn'pn" A variation' on the, Katze~blirger-Mcnhenney 

0/ pafn,tS;" , h~ mutt~e4. , "quId's ',ip1ay ". :~ ,/ ' ,.He "probed 
" :Il' '. ' , 38 ~ ',' ," , <. 

, 1 ' ", 'I, ' '~'" , iW,' '. ~~n " .. '1' 
, ,I 'J}' Ii", r \' ~ ' ,' ~~I ~ 1\ 1. ' '1"" 1 I ~~\" 

, " I" " , ! ("I \iiI", I'n,;'l""'II' , ' ),'!~;~II 
~. /~' " .. ~ ~\. , d '; ~t I' ;, :i ' f'~ t"0i J' \r 
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in the wide key slot, ,frowning 'as he' wOrked. I 

Wiveryl" Forn Berj cried. 
wiped persprration frO'm his fO'rehead. "Jt?s 

than it looked,", he sai9 , defensively. "Apparently , 
emplO'yed a dO'uble-rese(V'e cam action." 
clumped O'n stairs, descending frO'm the roof. A 
of hO'arse' voices sO'undeu in the hall, just beyO'nd 

The latch rattled. Wav:erly reached for his Sl!Jll­
rummaged amO'ng the odds and ends there, came 

a cylindrical O'bject. He sprang'tO' ,the door; hastily "­
the chain latch just as the doOrknO'b turned . 
. The door creaked, swung open twO' inches; 

, to rest against the chain. A beaklike nose' appeared 
O'pening, fO'llO'wed by a hand hO'lding a gun. 

coolly, Waverly directed a jet O'f menthO'l shav­
at a pair O'f close-set eyes just visible above the 

They withdrew with a muffled shriek. The gun clat­
on the flOOr. Waverly snatched up the weapO'n, 

it in his waistband, dashed back to' the lock. Five 
later, it O'pened with a decisive spongg/ Fom Berj . ' 
a delighted squeak, rO'lled, O'ff the bed! as the chains 

to the floor. Waverly gaped at the cluster of sup­
"JJ1(mlt>ers O'n which the bulky detective rippled swifJIy 

to' the window. Outside the door, excited twitters, 
and grO'wls 'sO'unded interrO'gatory nO'tes. The 

rattled. Something heavy struck the door. - , 
th~ rO'O'f!" FOlD! Berj flO'wed thrO'ugh the windO'W 

gO'ne. The door shook to' a thunderO'us impact. 
sprang to' the windO'w. On the landing, he looke,d 

A I rO'und, pale face With eyes like' bubbles in hO't, tar -
up at him. He yelped and dashed for the roof. 

himself up m~er the Pllrapet, Waverly lO'oked 
an expanse O'f starlit rO'O'f, at the center of which / an 
shape(llike 'a twelve-foot gravy boat rested lightly 

spidery jacl,cs. The upper half was a clear Ilastic, 
open like a mussel shell. FO'm Berj was halfway to' 

a small, sharp-~eatured head appeared over its 
The mO'nkeyl,ike face split vertically, emitted a 

cry and, dived O'ver the side. The boat rocked 
...... :1. __ _ _ '-- as FO'm Berj swarmed up and in; 'she_turned, ex-

a lO'Pg, three-elbowed arm > to' Waverly, hauled 
39 1 
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him up as' somet:b.bJ.g- popt;ied n~bY. Pale chartreuse gas 
swirled' about the canopy as it slammed down. Uie detec.. 

.1 tive -Iurched 'to a small, green-plush-coyenXtc():htour seat, 
groped for the controls. Waverly scrambled,. after ber, 
fou,nd himself" crowded into a ~tri~ted Space which was 
apparently 'intended as a parcel shelf. 

"Which ,way is,Mqntana?" the detective inqui.re<iover a 
rising bum ' that sprang up ;is she poked buttons on the 
.pad~ .dash. ;' . , .iI ' I 

, ;·Str~ght;~ead/ about · ~ thousand ,rhiles,". Waverly 
caned ' '," . . . " .f, 1 \ 

J', • "Hold .on ,tight," Fom:· Berj cried as the little yehicle 
leaped straight up. "On 'optimum trajeqtory, the trip will 
take close to·half an hour. I don't know if we'll be in time 

, or not". I 

3 
, I ,. 

Level at roo;ooo 'feet," 'the twiner hummed al~ng smOQ.th­
, 1~1 ~aking the 'whisp,~g, Sound WhiCh. g~v9 it it/> .Q.ap1e. Its 

!rut~l~, veIooty lwas'·juse under , 1850~H. ~::. " , " d'i " 

I' '. ,"Hurry," Waverly, urged. ';, I 

. l,f"Any" f~ at this altitude and w:e'd ablate," Fpm', Berj 
• P,Oint:ed o~~. "Relax, Wivery" We~re doing our beSt." · 
, "How can I relax?" Waverly complained. "'The head-

'. room is grossly inadequate." I' . 

"Well, you know the Q-stress engine produceS a lens-
shaped field with a nlinor radius. proportional to the 

" ; l eciprocal ,of. the , foiirt1:l Power 'of the input. To give ,you 
.', rooJ;Il to./ stand"up, we'4 l peed a dian;teter of about hal( a 
, lighfo ' ft_ Th t" , ' . ld " 'I 

i , .... ~e...., . . a , s .UDWle.IC y. " ,!I'I" 'I .. " " '''',' 

~l' ~f~ .. ,I ' wondel!eq 'wl}y p.Y.ing 'Sa~ : wert~ ' ~ped 
1ijC" , ~at.:; I!: .n~r occurrect--" \' . ;n' ." , . : 

'I , "IV ~ ,to ,me you're pretty · ignorant' pf a lot of 
tbiD.gs;" Fon{ Berj studied Waverly, with one eye, · keeping 
the other f4mIy".fixed on· the instrUment panel. ~. 

"I' seem to note certain I deficiencies in ,your costume, 
when ,it comes to that," ,he poin~ out somewhat acidly. 
He ~yed .the three padded foundation garmentS strapped 
!ll'ound, the bulbous torso. "Most local beauties' consider 
tWo ·of .those sufficient," he added. '", ' I~ 

,rtl IJ '· j J, • 40 .1', 
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With appalling swiftness the three radiant bodies eJ(, 
panded to Jorm a huge, irregular glob of orilliance, drop, 
ping swiftly now, d!l{ting downward as quick as 
thought-- -

The sky opened into a great fan of yellow light more 
vivid than the sun. 

Waverly squinted at the actinic display, watched it 
sprea~ outward" s~ot thro~~ with rising jets of glowing 
stuff, mterspetse WIth r<?cketlike streaks ,that punched up. 

,\ward,higher, higher, and were gone from 'view-all in ut. 
" ter silence. The far horizons were touched with light now. 

Then, slowly, the glare faded back. The silver-etched 
edges of the clouds dimmed away, until only a gr~t rosy 
glow in the west marked the point of the meteorite's im­
pact. 

"Fooey," Forn Berj said. "Round one to the opposi­
tion." 

Waverly and the Vorplischer stared down at the mile­
wiete, white-hot pit b,tlbbling fifty thousand feet, below and 
!ten, miles $ead. ' I, 

"You have to confess the rascals got some remarkable 
footage that time," Fom Bet'j commented. 

"This is incredible!" Waverly groaned. "You people 
-whoever you ar~were aware that this band of despera­

. does planned this atrocity-and all you sent was one 
female to combat them?" 

"I'll disregard the chauvinistic overtones of that 
remark/, Fom Berj said severely, "and merely remind you 
that the Service is a small one, operating on a perennially 
meager apPtopriation." 

\ .' " ~If your precious Service were any sort of m­
'( 'terplanetary police force, it wouldn't tolerate this sort of 

sloppy work," Waverly said sharply. ' 
"Police-force? Where did you g~t an idea like that? I'm 

a private eye in the employ of the Game and Wildlife 
Service." , 

, "Wildlife--" Waverly started. 
"Brace yourself," Fom Berj said. "Here comes the 

shock wave." 
The twifler gave a preliminary shudder, then wrenched 
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' ~!.,. ~ ~ 
I~ ,.' , ".... i 

end-f~-erid, at ['the '~e time lslannriing 
.. """m, .. ·rt to the accompaniment ~ a great me~ 

thunder. ~,' I .'\, 

ib.\idd1er to. imagine how, that woUld have felt Without,. 
antiac ,'equipment/' ' the A detective , gasped~ " , , 

expect to. intercept these, scoundrels in the act 
their next' sCene, there's no. time to. waste." _ 

mean they're go.ing ,to do it again?" . 
, ,the, same rQutine" of co.~seJ I This - time they'~ '" _ 
a, majo.r eart:hqu~ke ~ a pro.~ce,.\ca,n~ 'iCalifo.r.!! ,)i 

, trigger it by 'be.g tlie ueep s:ubStrata: ~~r'\ 
tractor pro.bes. The who.le area is in '...a delicate 

UUliUl\;;C. so all it · will take is the merest to.uch, to. 
readjustment that will satisfy the most ex;act .. 

/' ., I" 1t 
Andreas Fault," Waverly gro.aned. "Good-by, ' 

t'fraIllClISCC)! W " , " 1,' 

I, I~ •. 
"\, Ij.l,.,' 

'1 ht'~l/!'I.· 

',," " ._"._, ',','- ';"',,11 
hurtled across-the' Rookies ,at eighty tho.usand: 

let doWn o.ver northwestern Nevada,1 an ,\m-
1!Jri, , ~I_p.rt gl~g ~~tly ,white ,in the light o.f'a cres- · 

, 'Par . ahead, ' San Francisco glo.wed" On " the' 
I , 'l~~, J. 

I: i 

[ets a trifle tric19'" no.w,'" Fo.~ B~j said. "The' 
. will be o.rbiting the scene 6f the actio.~ at a' 

ratosJ>he:ric level, of, co.urse, catc~g it all :wi,th .~wide- . , 
, " ,' , but , th~ l?rod,uetio.n cre'V 1wi!1', :p¥' ,OU'4 ~ 'I~, 
controllin,g the action. ~ey're ,the ones ~e1f~ ': 'l!; 

in o.rder to. capture these malefacto.rs r'ed­
we'll haYe to.' -land and .go. in o.n foot fo.r the pinch. 

~)Jllea:llS leaving,' the pr.o.tectio.n of the, ~fs antiac 
~ L I 

• J" . I.... " 
will we do. when we' find them?" 

Prefer/ to. merely' lay them by the heels with, a: " 
applicatio.n C?f stun gas. If . they're alive to stand 

publicity will be a r.eal bOnus, careerwise. 
,'" '43 ' - . , ~ ,.' 
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However, it may be necessary to vaPorize them}' 
Deceler!\tirig sharply, Fpn Berj dropped low over the 

,desert, 'scanning the instriunent,s closely. 
"They've shielded their force bubble pretty well," she 

,said. "But r t:hiDik: I've picked it up." She pointed. Waverly 
,detected a vague ' bluish wint glowing on a high ,rooftop 
'n~ the north, edge of the, city. ,"A good position! with an 
exCellent view of the target area." , 

Waverly held on as the flier swooped, low, whistled in a 
tigh~ arc and settled ,in on a dark rooftop. The hatch 
popped tip, admitted a gust of cool night air. Wa~erly and 
. the detective ,advanced to the parapet. A hundred yards 
distant a,cross a bqttomless, black chasm, the bluegow of 
the fifty-foot; force bubble shone eerily. , Wavyrly ' was 
beginning to sweat-- insiru; his purple pajamas. ' 
, "What if th~y see us?" he hiss~-and dr0PNd flat as a 

, Oea'iri. 'of gr~light sizzled past hls head from the bubble 
and burst into flame., 

"Does that answer your question?"" Fom Berj was 
crouched,behind the parapet. "Well, there's no help for it. 

~ r;n have to use sterner me~sures." She broke ,off as the 
d.eck underfQOt trembled, then rose in a series of jarring 
jerp, 'dropped a foo~ thrust upward again. A low rumble 

, had started up. Brick came pellting down from adjacent 
, buildings to smash tIiundero~ly, below. , ~, 

"Db, ob, it's started!" Forn Berj' shrilled. Clinging to the 
roof v,nth her multiple ampulatory members, the detective 
:uDliD~.bered a device resembling a small fite extinighlsher, 
tQPk aim: ~d fired. Waverly, bouncing like ~ passenger in 
a Model T Foid, saw a yellaw ' spear of light dart out, 
glance off the force bubble and send up a shower of 
sparks as it score~ the blue-glowing sphere. ' 

"Bull's-eye!" Fom Berj trilled. "A couple more like 
that and-'--" " 

I , . . 
The whole mountainside under the building seemed to 

, tilt. 'The parapet toppled and Was gone. 'waverly grabbed 
for a stout TV antenna, held on as his feet swung 'over the 
edge. ,Fom Berj emitted a sharp scream ap.d grabbed for a 
handhold. The vaporizer slid past .Waverly, went &ver the 
edge. / 1.' 1 

"TI,lat does it," ) he ' detective cried Qver the, roat of 
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. 
A deafening r;umble rolled continuously acroSs the scene 
of devastation. -If' 

Now the backwash of the tidal wave was sweeping back 
ou~, to sea",..ooaring with it a flotsam of bars, billboards, 
Seafood restau.,rants and. automobiles, many df the latter 
with_ their headlights still on, gleamitig murkily through the 
shallow waters. Smoke was fQrming ~ pall across the mile 
of darkeneo ruins, lit ,from beneath by.leaping flames. 
Here and there the quick yellQw flashes of explosiQns 
punctuated the general oVercast. '; ..< 

, "G-good Lord," Waverly gasped as the shaking under 
, v qun subsided into a quiver and then w~ stiq. "What an 

. incredible catastrophe!," ' 
"That was nQthing to what it would have been if they'd 

had time ~o give it a good push," Forni Be.rt commented. 
" "The fiends!" Waverly scrambled ' to his feet. "Some of 
the best bars in the country were dQwn there!" , 

"It cl)uld have been worse." 
,"I suppose SQ. At least the San Franciscans are used to. 

it. Imagine what that tidal wave would have done to 
I Manhattanl" > 

-' "Than:kS for remincling me," Fom Berj said: "That's 
where the next scene is due tOo be shot." 

) , , , . 
\ I 

5 - / 
, , 

"The scare we gave them shOould throw them. far enough 
behind schedule to give us a decent crack at them this 

" Fom Berj said, staring forward intOo ~e night as the 
rocketed eastward. "Thes only have the Oone pro-

QU(;tiO'll unit h~e, you know. It's a shoestring Qperation, 
a , hundred billiOon dollar budget." ~ 

Waverly, crouched again in his cram~ perch- behind 
, the pilot, peered· out as the Vgbts Qf ChicagOo appeared 

ahead, spread bielow tliem and ~windled, behind. 
"What do they have in mind for New York? Another 

earthquake? A fire? Or maybe just a sUBCr typhoon?" , 
"Those minor disturbances won't dQ for this one," FOom 

Berj corrected him. "This is the climactic scene of the 
shQw. They' plan tOo collapse a , massive Qff-shQre ' igneous 
dike and let the whole stretch of continental shelf frQm 
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~ 1- "" I"': 

l' certaiJ? area on Whichfto lSet up ~~ ,anT ",l';, 
F~ "Bt(rj ~'s,aid. ' ''M.~r>- 'all; tiley'll: ~oo' 

~ hundred , billion 'mega,vo1t:sec6nds of power~" 
, rjust stand off at about twenty miles and lqb a ~ 

r:t0!~ls futO:' them.' I cori~ede ,it Will be," a litt1~" ~s:y" ," ,\' ,: 
r ~ i I' ( .?, " ,; ~ 

the ini~a1 fl~sh, the shock wave; the fanout 'and. , 
~mns" and'l tidal:, waves, but it"&. ~tter ', than lettin'g ";!l' 

(- • f <.1 .. , ' !~. ' 1, ..... , , 'I:}. I .'" ~ 

aWay"'· ,1' " ,I, ~ ~" .. ~ " 
~ r:' .'J ! I , , , . 'I' 

a min'\lte-::-youl: cure s6unps as .bad ,as I the w,s.. ';" 
M I1', "'1 ~'·.4 , a. ~uple .of m,iles:' from th~ ,~~t ~ d~~~YI '\4' 

section of ,the country! You'D anni.Qilate, thou- ,4 

, 'I ,. "" \l. " \ 

really a~e., hippk ,dn ;c~nseh,~~on,,, F~m '~efj, "!; 
Howe'l'er. , you can't cure ten~~le milde~ without " 

" ff £ ttl H > 'Ji " '1 ' .0 a " ew ' en ac es. ere goes '. . • " " ,', "I~ " 
averly grab,bed for thedetecth:e's long'~' as ,' ,,' 

placed' a spatulate finger on 'a large pink buttgp.!I, 
surprise, Forn Berj ",ank6d 1;P1f limp bac;k, ,S:1;(Uck . 

, , ' her', 'elbOW. At ' ~ce,the, canopy ;sna pPyd 'tip ' (i! , 

4'7 ' , '~ , 



\. , 
an4 was instantly ripped' away by the hundred-mile-per­
hour slipstream. Icy wind tore at Waverly's pajamas, 
shrieked past his face" s,+cked the air from his lungs. Fom 
Berj grabbed for the controls, ifought the bucking twiflbr 
as it went into a spin, 'hurtling down toward the blaQk s~­
face of the -sea. 

' ''Wivery! I ' can't hold it! Vertigo! Take over .... " 
Waverly barely ca\lght the words before the massive ~y 
of the feminine detective slumped and slid down under 
the dash. He reached, caught Ithe wildly vibrating control 
tiller, put all his strength into hauling it back into line. The 
flier tilted, performed an outside loop followed byl a snap­
roll. Only 'Waverly's safety · harness preyooted him from 

, being thrown from the cockpit. He shoved hard on the 
j tiller, and ' the twifler went into a graceful in\terted chan­

delle. ,Waverly looked "up," s,aw a I va~t spread of dark-
.~ glittering,. white-capped pcean slowly tilting over him. 

With a convulsive wrench. of the tiller he brought the 
Atlantic down and under Jriskeel and ~as ,racing a).~g fif­
ty feet above the water. He dashed the wind-tears from his 

( ey~, saw the lights of the barge rushing at him, gave a 
convulsive stab at four buttons at random and squeezed 

r 'his eyes shut. ' -
, The tWiner veered sharply, made a sound like ripped 

canvas and llalted as suddenly as if it hadJdropped an an­
chor. ~averly pitched forward; the harness snapped. He 
hurtled across the short ,prow, clipping off a flagstaff bear­
ing a triangular pink ensign" fell six feet and was skidding 
head over heels across th~ deck of the barge. 

-, 

1 I For a mOJl1.ent, ~averly lay half-stunned; then he stag­
gered to his feet" holding a tattered strip of safety harness 
in one. hand. The twifler was drifting rapidly away, some 

\ . ten feet above the deck of the barge. ' He scramble4' after 
it, mac.te a pespairing grab at a trailing hames~ strap, 
missed, skidq.ed into the rail and clung there, watching the 

, air car dwindle away downwindl~ , 
Behind .him, a brilliant crimson spotlight blared into ex~ 

'istence. Hoarse voices shouted. Other lights came up. The 
deck, Waverly saw, was ,swartl)ing with excited}i~es. He 

. ducked for the cover of a three-foot scupper, sqwnted as 
, r' ' 48 ' 
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floodlight caught him square In the face. Something ' 

was pressing into his hip. He groped, came out with, 
COllIlpaC[ auto~atic he had jammed into the waistband 

pajamas. He raised the gun and fired a round into 
light. It emitted a deep-toned whoofl, flashed green 

and went out. 
!" a rubbery yoice yelled,;, "I thought you boobs 

a fresh filament in number twelve!" , 
them extra persons in position before I put 'em 

the side," , another ' voice bassooned. 
, 'minus siX' murl-units and counting," a hoot came 
on high. 

gobbling mob surged closer. Waverly clutched the 
,made three yards sideways, then rose irl shadow 

toward a low deckhouse ahead. He rounded its 
almost collided with an apparition with coarse­
blue wattles, two-inch eyes of a deep bottle green, 

hinged mouth opening on triple rows of cop­,,- .... ~<.- fangs, all set on a snaky neck rising from a 
like a baled buffald robe shrouded in leathery wings; 

,h,e was skittering backwartl, mak:iI).g pushing motions 
oothhan&. , 

9PP irikikl", the creature boomed. "Who're 
You scared the pants off me in . that getup! Whad-

s-sent me," Waverly improvised. 
then you want to see the boss." 
yes, precisely. I want to see the boss." 

want the feeding boss; the mating boss', the 
t&-tirrl~ boss, the honorary boss, the hereditary boss , ' 

compulsory boss?" The mdnster snapped a blue 
butt over the rail. . , 

er, boss boss!" 
is inside, rescripting scene , two,. Din'\ you 

happened out on the coast?" -
a matter of fact, t just got in from Butte--" ". 
, did the fireball routine go?" 

impressive. Ah, by the way, how long before 
underway here?" 

five minutes." 
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, . '", ~~'~:'.'~''t'5.'"'''''~~r.7.l'''P.!m_",,",,_=''''''''''' 
.' I' ,." J' )':I 

,: : i(~averlY ~i~ed pasi'fue '~~J.., :tad~ ~or a llghtea d~r~ 
:_' ay ' ?fitt~t .; i'l!wa~. 'Above'.l' in~isi?le . behind:;!lb~J!t.ked 
~ .. Jl~gh~,, ~weohew~:g~bblmg sQrilly.' ,Tw6. beingS, ap. 
,,-,,v peat:eq at.!~e entr~ce.~s Wav~rly ' rea~~oo_ it. ' ~e ·was · an 
'( ~oree;t , creature mmcmgon ,s1X legs ~e athr~e-foot blue 

, : ,erab'. Th~ other appeared ' to , be a seven-fObt cpluinn of 
, tr~st~~nt' yellow jelly. ' ':, ~ '(" , ' " " 

I ,f, : '!Here, you can'-t go in,. ,there," the cra~lik~ one barked. 
"Ik' urikik opsrock, y,ou' know that!", ", 

,~' ~l '~Wait.a , minut'e~ Sol/' the gelatinous One ,t)urpled in a 
,~ vqi~ lik~l) a falling tape recorder. "Can't,. you see 

n, he~s just 'in'lfrool location? LbQk' at 'the 8ostume." , ' 
ii, (1A.,\iOUSY'j9b. Wouldn't fool anyb04y:'? , 

I ':,iY",.~I"'Yhat rOll- got, Mac'! ¥aIce .it fa~t. , Balvovi\ts/is ready 
, ~ ;tq1roll 'em/' ~' I ' " 1 / ' ,", ',,' 

..rl ' ' ' 'I' oriki,l 'unk" WI ' 'd d 1 -U'", '. p ' P Sl " • aver y sal.,' es~rate y. 't ~ , ," , 
.. . "', ," 'Sorry; ''1 d9n'~ savvy ,Gl.iJ:ilp. Better ;talk l~al , like the 
.J,. 'style '~ said,',' , .' ,fI, "" ' ,, " ,;~. 

:,' rl' 'I(;"t'~!i~ t,he ~otj,ple underpl~p!" Wav~lyharked. ~Out of 
, • to:, t.h.e-way, before all is .lost!" " " , 

I _, :;~f ii,"I I' got to have a' wO,fd "with , Mel · aBout his I Iunilers, 
, wltich th'ey're It" little too uppitY. to suit me." Waverly 

, ' caq'ltlit)1i~ woreI' as the tWo',ex2han~,.glatiCe$ ''and moved 
',t'il,F kbm the ,.ciOotWa¥. He 'sf9>I>¢ throu~in,to ;;t',rOOm daz­

~g''hwith , ¥ght ' and activity, ! Op~ite him, a ' fifty-foot 
, w~ . )glitt&~ Wit9 moving polnts )o~ light. ~~ef~re 'it; on 
'l*~. ':/h,i~'( ~4>Ols, . h~ /Ia qqze:n ,sinail , orange-fUl"l't:<i creatures 

, , t j-, ~ri~t!ffi~ ~~ mltJ.ti~lbowed , ~ 'tnmrlpura~ leve~: ' On 
'< ~ 1t~ r3.i.sOO ct3,1s~ to : the ldt," a crrcu1ar bemg With 'what ap-

• .! ' ~aiea: to"he four, heads , ~houted , com.mandsdn 'all 'direc­
\ ti~ at <>nb~{ tbto~gb 'foUr m~ga~oOOs. :·' ; 1, , 

" ' : " " 0kay!" ~Waver1y h$rd' tlfe cap.! , ~'Wtfre: . ,all ~e~y on 
~ ' one, ~:and four,l What's the mattet with two and five?" 

... ,- '~ "Here, 'yotill' ~A scaled figure ill a 'noWillg InigebOy bob 
'~t a sheaf of r papers into, hls , h~ild. ~~"T;tke , tl;rl~ to 
,Blav9'X~ts; 'he's got holes, in 1¥s hdad!'~ , Wavetly gapt;d af­

r, ~et, ~e ', d~or ~'~ it ,turn~ a~ay. _]'he,. rio~~r aroimd .. hint 
~ m.ade , .~~ ~~s/~g. ~v~~ '~,~ ,~s~g ~ t01"~d a 

.;, ! , ~~ax "at an ,!-~lerati6.g pace, anq if he ,:didn't "d? some 
"1 ntbJrlg fast ' . ,Ii . I!', ' . ,~ ," 



be yelled at the room at large. "You can't do 
" 

a heart-breaker, ain't it, kid?" a bulging being on 
chirruped in his ear. "If I would have been direct­
fiasco, I'd of went for a real effect by blasting the 

caps. Now, there's a spectacle fOr you! Floods, 

-
take these to BaIvovats!" Waverly shoved the 

toward a passing crejlture resembling a f~tlen pud­
Th'e bulgy being nictated a membrane at ' him, I 

said, '~Okay; okay~ 'I'm going, ain't I?" and 
" off through the press. At a discreet 'pistance, 

followed. 

. 6 

room the impressed messenger led him to was a cir­
arena crowded with screens, dials, levers, flashing 
amid a cacophony of electronic hums and , buzzes, 

toward a central podium on which was 
a red and white, :z.ebra-stri~ed swivel chair, 'Yide . 

accommodate triplets. • I 

Balvovats?" The unwitting guide collared a 
organism consisting of a cluster of bristly blue legs 
a striped polo $hirt. ) 
stepped over to Esthetic Editing for a last-minute 

a piping voice ' snapped. "Now leggo my shirt 
I call the shop Steward!" ' 

him these!" The bulbous intruder handed over 
and departed. Waverly faded back behind ilie 

r;Dn'-mC)Ul),tea chair, looked around hastily, put a foot f '_ 

. ~ 

minll;tes," a PA voice rang. "All recorder units on 
~d grinding." 

you, back outside on Set Nine! You heard the 
call!" Waverly looked down at a foot-high 

t'V"'lU~'ll of varicolored warts mounted on two legs like 
r~.u"""l wire. . 

your tone, my man," Waverly said. "Balvovats 
I'm sitting in for him. Is the, er, power on?" -
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. "Qipe.,)',W:hat :a tithe 'fot a OITI'Okay, ~lr, ;b~~ g~t on. 
lip ~ere. About a mi,nute dnd 'a l)alf fo' M, 'inillisecond," 

" ,,~;Waverl.Y" ~\~ed;,.tb ,the,se,at, slid into it, loci:>k.~ over 
~ " p: jvtp1:ay ~pf Jb.vers, pedals, ~~, toggle ' switches ', and 
. ,pa¥d;,button's", witp, varicolo;red.' idi?~ lightS; ' ''Don't 
, ,"; 1PoDk~ Mjt4 toe bo~p, it's ,alL set up,': the w'artY one 

I, J,~ w}llne~ 'at ~~ ,elbow. ','I ba1anced'he~ out-pe.rsona,l. ,AU you 
" . :.:~,~t~~·to doh fil~lthrd .ow"the lfull0ad to, her w;hen yo~ get, ~ flash 

~ ~~ ana PQS - ia IS up to 'Q. " ',_ " ~. I' 
A r.l \ "I .. 

(wo ', "Natprally,","WaiVetily sa,id. J' !'If wouldn't do at', aU to 
" push"say, 'WS little gr:eep butt:9ri here ... ?" ,:' 
,Ii!' "If you gOt,t(1) go, r.<iti sb~d:ve went 1,>efote y~ Come 
, (', ill' he!e. ~etter ti,.ghten up. and wait. You o~y got fiftY-one 
~ '. seeqIids1 fIDd you're on the air." " ;'" \, Ii ',. 

Il '/' ·."How, aboUt the big blue dhe ther,e?" : L" " 

~ ;( '~W,hat for you want more light on 'deck? The boys, are 
I cryjng their eyes out now.'" . '" ' ) , 

,t ',.:" "1)Us, ¢iddle.-sized yellow one?" ,,~ " 
• ''q'he ~reen:s ,is, aIt:~dy hot, cap.'t you see 'em,? BoY, the 

"~ ~':\'U~ th~y'lsend out to mel'" \, ,~' 
i '/'i ''1 knOw;' this ,imriiens'e black lever is the oh~ ~ 

" ,;. ''Ypu 'don't need no"filters, for Pud's Isakel It's hlgbt-
, tin:i~!" ,,'J " , \ ,\" .".,' , 

. r'.', " , • • I:, I 

." t ,Waverly. tan both l1ands. through his \hait~' then 
. ,) \ Wintedt to various levers in 'tunl': ' ''Ee~e, m~enie,' niinie, 
j«~ 'mioe("~ r' If " . I I , 'r:!' I' , '" ) " .-

• f/ ' -:;;J • . , •• . - .. ' j 1 , ¥, • 

"1'f
J 
f'~#!li "" ~ay ~ff, that one )~u ,,9a1led '~e,' '' the ii1s~ructor 

I "',' cauti"Wed . . "~ou touqh tbat;l you'll dump the , whole load 
'\ <' • Onto '.the left stabiIi.zbr compleX-"_'"'' ~ 'ti 1 
! > t, 

1 , ; '~ ' door: , banged., ,W~ve'rly , l~ked up. A vast, ,,(~hite-
, .r irobed )bemg with arms Jike" coiled boa copStr,ictors,1 had 
ml' . " 1?uist- intb the lQOID, was goggling stem-moUJ!te<J, eyes like 

~ ,~le9' t~at~' ~t, W,aV'erly., ' II .,', ,'" '(. \ ". 

I, "'~(" ,"'H~y~1Pe,. doWJ,l , front ' th~e, 1'~0~1" , the n~wi ~rrival 
!hellowe'd. The sBak:y arms. whi~ up tpy.',ard Wavedy; he 

';",~ duc}(¢,~~~d ,the Jor~~dde~ le~er, ~d sl~ed, ,it 'nome. 
,~; I ~ (t i d : -~--. '" ' ',, ~ <: j";', ". I 

:"t:i<f.\ \ ~udder 'we,nt through,· the ,seat under -hi:bi; then the 
, i®;C' "ij'odi: r~" ,up ':1Jke a strieken;frei~ter: up-::e~ding;, for her 

, " l~t ~ve.A loud, sct:e~h soun:ded in :Wavet:!y's ear, as the 
, \Yarty being'~unded into.llis ,lap and 'Wtestl~ ;wi;h. the big 

,,1' 0 ~ I' . i I 52 ' ,' 1-", 'I . ' " 
I. '~'" l'fl II ' ~;1j; " ~~ ,:""- , , .,' :;j:;'J) ~. ~ J,:tJ r, ~ 

" .• 1 . i' ( .. ~ " , l!:.,/ ~!;t? \if .tt,' ,"t; '£~~ ;.0 

I ,(IHI, ,lI " '. ..~ ', I.{ I Jj.;., ... 



He rolled sidewaYs, dived, saw the \I1lst form o~ Bal­
cannon past and carom off the control pedestal, 

members flailing murdefously. Lights were flash­
around the room. A siren broke into a frantic, ) 

wail. Gongs' gonged. Waverly, on the floor now 'and 
to a cabinet support, saw an access panel pop 

expOsing a foot square terminal block. "In for a 
in for a pound," he muttered and grabbed a 
of the intricately CQlor-coded leads and ripped 

lOOse. 
resultant cascade of fire sent him. reeling backward , 
a baseball-bat-thick tentacle whipped down across 

he had been oc,cupying. A dull boom! rocked th~ 
plates under him. Smoke poured from the ruined cir­

He tottered to his feet, saw Balvovats secure a ~P' 
stanchion and haul his bulk upright: 

the , giant bellowed and launched itself at 
He sprang for the door, tripped" roll((d aside as 

banged wide. A gaggle of frantic spectaclemakers 
through, collided with the irate director. On -all 

Waverly pulled .himself up the slantj:ld deck , and : 
the door. ' ,II. 

corridor, the blare of gongs and sirens was redou-....;.­
Bulffeted by. m.illing technicians, Waverly was spun, "­

shoved, lifted along the passage and Qut onto the 
deck. All around, loose gear was sliding ... and 

down the thirty-degree slant. Waverly threw 
fiat, barely avoiding a ricocheting cable drum, 

his way towat;d the high edge of the barge. 
he goes!" a bull-par sounded behind him. He 

saw Balvovats winching himself upward in close 
One extensible member ,lashed , out, slapped, the 

inches short of Waverly's foot. He groped for 
iaultonlati.c. It was gone. Ahead, a superstructure 

, up at the barge's edge, like a miniature Eiffel 
He scrambled for it, got a gqp on a cross-member 

himself around to the far side. Balvovat's 
arm grabbed after ilim. He held on with both , 

and one foot and delivered a swift kick to the per- ' 
member; ,it recoiled, as a yell sounded from the 

below. The deck lights had failed, leaving only 
, , 53 ' -
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the feeble gIeam of oolort:d' rigging lights'. '_Something 
stn19k the cr~bar by ~aver!Y.'s he~ With ~ a ,vicioUs 

" pwanggl He clam\lered hastily higher. . , .. 1' t 

, On d,eck, someone had restored a , ~potlight to 
Usd~s. The sm<;>ky beam probed upward'; found 

. Waverly's ~et,juinped up to pin him against a girder fifty 
" ,teet above, the deck. \ , '-.. , 

.' '~,A fat bonU$ -to ' the one that nails him!" , BalvO'Vats' 
moous tOnes ro~ed. 'At ot;lce, 'spittillg sounds br<~ke out 
~ow, accompanied 1;>y viVid fla~hes ', of :pink( ,light, 

""I Waverly , scrambled higher. The spotligh~ folloWed hi.tn. 
. Across the deck, a door burst open and ~moke and flames 

rushed out. Waverly felt a shock through the st~l tower 
'Saw a gout of fire erupt through curled deck plating t>elow: 

"We're sinking!" a shrill voice k~d:, 
':Get him!" Balyovats boomed. ' 

. , 
Waverly,looked down, saw white 'o/ater breaking over 

, th~ ?~e ~~ his, p"erch. !n the glow of th~ ; ~avigatiolf lights, 
I ,palf a dozen Small creatures were sw~g up the open­

'~ork; iq,' hot pursuit. Someffiing bumped hiinfrom beijind. 
',' , He shied, felt another bump, reached down and felt the 

hard C<?nt0P!s of the automatic, trappe4 ,in the seat ,of his 
pajamas'. . . -. ' 

"Lucky I had them.eut generously," he murmured ¥ he 
retrieved the weapon. Something spangled beside hlm" and 
a !tear-oms whined off into the darkness. WlJ.vedy took 
aim, shot , out the deck, light. Something plucked, ilt his 
sleeve. He. look~ sa~ tom cloth. Below, a: red~yed ball 
of sti~~-looking' fur was taking a bead onchim from a 

·'distartce of / ten feet. He brought"the automatic ,up and 
fired; " fued/"agaip 'at a" second pursue;r: a yard 'beloW tlle 

' leader. BAth assailants droppeq., hit ', wtth twih sp!~sh~ in 
i the' darkness ,~lmy. ' ... " ) , " 

"Decks awash," Waverly said to himself. ,"DulCe et 
decorum est; pro patria, et cetera." , 

Another expiosion shook the stribken barge. The tower 
swayed.' A shot whined past h\s fa~. An<?ther, struck near-

'l, l} , 
by. '!' J' r I "r ' 

\ " . I I , 

"get him,' troops? -Get hiburblebur~~ .••. " Balvovats 
'boom,subSided. Waverly Winced as a · h~l'poker ,~ed 
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He saw, a fijcker of movement revealed by a blue 

light, put a round into it, saw a dark body fall with 
bleat. The spout of fire rising from the hatch on the 

, ~ge of the deck showed a white smother of foam 
almost to the survivors clinging to the rail. A gun 

below, chipped paint by Waverly's hip. He shifted 
leaned far out and placed a shot between a pair of 

egg-white eyes. They fell away with a 
!P3Jloog wail. 

, the fire died with a hiss as a wave rolled en­
across the' deck. Waverly felt the tower shake as a 

thundered against it, bare yards below where he 
The lower navigation lights gleamed up through 

water now. 
was a wbifling sound above. Waverly clutched 
~nvulsively, looked upward. 
Berj!" he yelled. 

dark ovoid shape settled down thrqugh the , night 
him. He saw the cheery glow of running lights, 'the 

reflec~ed from a canopy. ' , 
. ,' .. but our canopy blew away ... " he.faltered. 

'twifler hove to, six feet above his head. A face like 
of lasagna appeared over the edge. Squirmy hands, 

an ominous-looking apparatvs with a long barrel, 
the siUe, aimed at Waverly. A whirring sound 

up. He brought up the pistol, squeezed the trig-
\ 

was an empty click. 
~lpe,r b!" the creature above exclaimedl extending a 

grasping member over the wide to Waverly. "What 
of primitive savagery! Great ' footage,my 

you'd better come aboard where we' can talk 
in peacel" . . .. 

7 

afraid I dqn't quite understand, Mr. Izlik," Waverly 
trying not to stare at the leathery-hided bulk 

in a Clan Stewart tartan" complete with sporran 
o'Shanter. "One moment I was teetering on top 

sinking tower, with a horde of furry atrocities snap-
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"'ptng atlPlY h~~ ~n inin~te~ tater , " ,,,, H~' looked 
won~gly .f tq.e, l~ouSly aRPoiri~ed lounge in: which 

, ' 1l~ Sat:. " ~"~ , I I, " ;, , ",,', , \ 

, \, ~~'I left" my ' y~cht 'imchored bere at two bWi.dred *ou­
, ' Nnd/ feet and 'dropped down 'to spy out I what Balvovats 

'1)1 :'W1jS up' to,"" the ' 'entrepreneili , ' expl~ed. "I j::Qnfess I 
, 'wasti't [, above pqr1o~g a little, free footage Q{ lwhateYier it 
, was he was '),s~ging. '{hen I sa\}' ' iou~ sir, iD. a<;tion,' and 

Iq)~t?! I per~iv~ tl;le N~ Wave, in- the mom~nt .',of its 
, creati~! Of cours~? ) secur.ed o~y abou~ three mmutes' 

, . "acfual prodlJ:C1. We'~ have iO" p~ It out With another hun­
<Qi ,d.red"hours or S01 of the same sort of action. I can already 
'I' rv.isu8liZe. a sequence in which you find Y01:lfself putsued by 

\ ~~h-ea~g Dinosaurs" scale a man-eatihg plant for safety 
'f; ,and 'are ' attacked' by flying f~g:'masters" make a leap 

acrq;s.s I\ilabyss ,of fl;uning hydr9CarbOns arid, in a s~gle 
: ~ ,., ~und~ attain:the safety of your 'twt(ier,. iJl$t , as it",e,ollides 

1 with a mountaintop!'" " " 
J ,;14- \ ~ f ;' ;... 

. ',1 ~ \'Af " ' ,, ' ~ ap~r~ia~ your offer , pi. emplo~e.nt," 
~1 ,,~ 'Ya~~ly intewos~ , "but I'm~ afraid, I lack ~e ciramatic 

i ~ tija • ~., • , ,';~'. ~ , I :-. " 

j , J "Oh, it won't' be acting," Izlik handed over a slim. , glass 
, ":aDd seated ' himself across ftoIn his ,guest. 

ib.dl~i.1 I cim assure you that all my- pi091:l-ctions, are 
''',relcdt:ji~ ' at the 'actlial scenes ,.of the:. frigJitfu] 

-l'ecord .. I'll see to it that the ~s' are real 
y6u to the highest efforts:" ", . ., , ', 

; ;~( av(rrlv 1drainoo his glass" aJ,id hiccqp~: 7. ','I ap-
nrf~i~lte; ' and all 'that; but no'W 'I re:ally' must be 

I ' " I, J ,~, '::it " . ': I 

\: ( ' ,I, • 

H t (' '~~ 11: .' • 

y"ou dr~wing noW?" IIZlik ' demanded 
• ,r . I I 
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DevelOped in ' my ow:n IflP.S . at ~ cbS~ , 
Prtiducti(~IlS. Better thaJl anything issued t~ 'thelUVled~ ,; 

6enUi.ne pOly-s~1 ~uscies, mVulner3'ble armor, : <';, 
vi~ion:, cloak o~ invisibi1itylthou~ \~( CO~"':" , 

the latter, onlY' in real emergencies'." ,0' ili ~ ':1 
sounds--;~ ' Waverly swallowed. "Quite I bver." ;. 

" :he' 'firiished. '. \, ', t. 3 " "1, ,ijf~ , 

'a (aint voice squnded from the floor. Waverlj , 
1~I'IIC." tIllnea. t~r;~e (;9t wherel Forn Berj o/as, struggling " ': ~', 

't 'p .,. ." . I .,'W ' r. 
81 U. / ' .' " . ~ 
~9u1dn't : •• sUIk ~Ri?~ • '. ·i, ~s ,~9 ·,aI1y ,y~e~,t! ,t'i~ 

, . theSe vandals " .. ~" ,she ~sped 'out. . I' " " ii' 

J,;p.o..u,,~!" Izlik .snorted. "I remind you, ma9a;m..;: ii,;w¥ ' ';, 
IW'tIl'.j,nn,Ir" in 'tQW your derelicttwifler, ' whic,h 'waS 'beimng , 

toward a traDs~p1~toJ;li~n' prbit!" " t : ' " ,)(~ " 

, iumibilati~thari help :: . frpm::the; likes of",'P't 
r- • • ( I 
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release my ePic of the struggle of one beleagured being 
beset by a bewildering bestiary of bellicose berserkers, au:; 
fortunes will be made!" " . '\ 

"Oh, really?" Fom Berj listened to a brief outline of the 
probable impact on , the theatrically minded Galactic 
public of the new N1iniculars. . 

':Wh~, Wivery-I really think you've solved the prob.. 
len1!'~ she ,acknowledged a~ the end. "In fact-'-I d9n't sup~ 
pose---" She rolled her oversized eyes at 1z1ik:. "How 
about signing me on as leading lady?" , 

"Well-;-I don't know," Izlik hedged. "With a family~ 
,-~ audience, there might be cries of miscegenation .• . . " 

"Nonsense. Take 'off your disguise, Wivery." 
"To be perfectly candid, I'm not wearing on~,~ Waverly 

replied with dignity. 
"You tnean--" Fom Berj stared at him. Then a. titter 

broke from her capacious mouth. She reached up, fumbled 
at her thrmtt/ and 'with a single downward stroke, split her 
" \ ,. 
torso open like a banana 'peel. A slim arm came out and 

Ii thrust the bulky 'costume back 'frotn round shoulders; a 
, superb bosqm emerged, foUowed by a piquant face with a 

turned-up nose topped by a c~cade of carrot-red hair. 

, "And I thought I had tO 'Conceal my identity ·from you!" 
she ,s-aid as she stepped from the c911aPSed Vorplisch,er suit. 
"ADd all this time you were really a Borundian!" , 

I "A Borundian?" Waverly smiled dazedly at the graceful 
figure before ~, modestly clad in a wisp of skintight 

. 1 

,gauze . 
. "Like me,': Fom Berj said. "They'd never had hired me 

ip. my natural guise. We look too muCh like tfose Earth 
j natives.'" j , , 

, "Here," Iz1ik: interrupted. "If you two are the same spe­
cies, whr is it that she's shaped like that, and you're not?" 

> "That's pait of the beauty of being a, urn, Borundian," 
Waverly .said, taking the former detective's hand and look­
ing into b:er smiling green eyes. "Go ahead and draw up 
the contracts, Mr. Izli.k. You've got yourself a, deal." 
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